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Panel to Speak on Behalf of Students with Disabilities 

State Commission Examining Needs of  Students with Disabilities  

SACRAMENTO — March 4, 2009 — Panelists from California colleges and universities will 
address the California Postsecondary Education Commission on issues and challenges faced by 
students with disabilities. This presentation will take place at the Commission’s quarterly meeting 
on March 10, 2009.  

Research shows that students with disabilities have similar grade-point averages, persist through 
college at the same rate, and graduate at the same rate as students without identified disabilities. 
However, these students may need additional assistance, such as note takers, enlarged text in course 
materials, hearing devices, mobility assistance devices, and testing accommodations.  

As more veterans return from the wars in Iraq and Afghanistan and attend college, campuses are 
seeing an increase in the use of  disabled student services due to post-traumatic stress disorder, 
hearing loss from loud blasts, brain injuries, the loss of  a limb, or depression. In order to assure 
access and equity to disabled students, campuses need to be ready to serve a diverse disabled 
student population with varying needs. Campuses also need to foster campus climates that are 
welcoming to students with disabilities by promoting awareness and understanding in the 
classroom and throughout the campus.  

The panelists invited to speak to the Commission include: 

 Paul Miller, the Director of  Disabled Student Services at California State University, Fullerton. 
Miller is president of  the board of  directors of  the Riverside County non-profit employment 
training organization, Ability Counts. 

 Henry “Hoby” Wedler, a third-year student at the University of  California, Davis majoring in 
chemistry, math and history. Wendler is a legally blind student who has found ways to 
overcome obstacles and succeed in his personal and educational endeavors.  

 Scott Hamilton, the coordinator for the disability support office and counselor and learning 
disability specialist at Cosumnes River College in the Los Rios Community College District.  
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 Danny Nuss, a graduate student at the University of  the Pacific in Stockton and director of  

Disabled Student Services at the university. Nuss became disabled in a work-related accident  
in 1999.  

The panel discussion is part of  a series of  reports focusing on access and equity for all students. 
Past reports have addressed the challenges faced by Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and Transgender 
(LGBT) students as well as students with disabilities. A final report will be available in May which 
will include policy recommendations for increasing access and equity for students with disabilities 
and LGBT students.  

The public is welcome to attend the Commission meeting which will cover a variety of  topics 
related to higher education. The meeting is scheduled to begin at 9:00 a.m. on Tuesday, March 10 
at 770 L Street, Suite 1160, Sacramento. The panel on students with disabilities will begin at 
2:00 p.m. The agenda is available at http://www.cpec.ca.gov/Agendas/agnd0903.asp. The agenda 
includes links to the staff  reports that will be presented at the meeting. 

The public meeting will be audio-streamed live from the Commission’s Web site, www.cpec.ca.gov. 
This report and others in the Access and Equity for All Students series are available at the 
Commission’s web site, www.cpec.ca.gov. 
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The California Postsecondary Education Commission advises the Governor and Legislature 
 on higher education policy and fiscal issues. The Commission’s primary focus is to  

ensure that the state’s educational resources are used effectively to provide  
Californians with postsecondary education opportunities. 
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